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Literary Reading by Age (USA)

Percentage by Group Percentage Pint by Group
1982 1992 2002 1992-2002 1982-2002
18-24 59.8 53.3 42.8 -10.5 -17
25-34 62.1 54.6 47.7 -6.9 -14.4
35-44 59.7 58.9 46.6 -12.3 -13.1
45-54 54.9 56.9 51.6 -5.3 -3.3
55-64 52.8 52.9 48.9 -4 -39
65-74 47.2 50.8 45.3 -5.5 -1.9
+75 40.9 40.4 36.7 -3.7 -4.2

Reference: National Endowment for the Arts. June 2004. Reading At Risk:A Survey of Literary

Reading in America. Research Division Report.

Literary Reading by Young Adults (USA)

Percentage of Group Rate of Decline
Age Group 1982 1992 2002 1982-2002
18-24 59.8 53.3 42.8 -28%
25-34 62.1 54.6 47.7 -23%
All Ages 56.9 54.0 46.7 -18%

Reference: National Endowment for the Arts. June 2004. Reading At Risk:A Survey of Literary

Reading in America. Research Division Report.
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Trends in Book and Literary Reading (USA)

Percentage of U.S Adult Change, 1992 to 2002 Percentage
Population Point
1992 2002 Differnce Rate of Decline
Read Any
. 60.9 56.6 -4.3 -7%
Book
Read
. 54 46.7 -7.3 -14%
Literature

Reference: National Endowment for the Arts. June 2004. Reading At Risk:A Survey of Literary

Reading in America. Research Division Report.
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