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Marital and Parental Status amoung Millennials and Gen Xers at similar Life Stage

Marital Status

Millennial Gen X
Married 22.2% 29.1%
Never married 73.8% 65.9%
Cohabiting 9.2% 5.8%
% of women ages 18-29 ever had children 36% 41%

Reference: Wang, Wendy and Taylor, Paul. 3.9.2011. For Millennials, Parenthood Trumps Marriage.

Pew Research Center: Social & Demographic Trends.

Note: Cohabiting is independent of marital status, someone who lives with a partner could be never
married or divorced/widowed. To be consistent of marital status, someone who lives with a partner on

relationship with the household head.
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what is one of the most important things in your life?
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18 to 29 year olds in 1997 ( 18 to 29 year olds in 2010 (
Gen X) Millennial)

[ Being agood parent [ Having a successful marriage

Reference: Wang, Wendy and Taylor, Paul. 3.9.2011. For Millennials, Parenthood Trumps Marriage.
Pew Research Center: Social & Demographic Trends.
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How Millennials View Marriage and Children

100%

75%

50%

25%

0%
Do you want to get married? Do you want to have children?

I Want Nor sure Don't want

Reference: Wang, Wendy and Taylor, Paul. 3.9.2011. For Millennials, Parenthood Trumps Marriage.
Pew Research Center: Social & Demographic Trends.

Note: Based on ages 18-29, unmarried and without children, n=305.
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Rising share of stay at home mothers
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Reference: Pew Research Center. 8.4.2014. After Decades of Decline, A Rise in Stay-at-Home Mothers.

Note: Based on mothers ages 18-69 with own child(ren) younger than 18 in the household.
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Ideal Marriage for Millennials (USA)
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Husband provides/wife takes Husband and wife both have

care of the house and children jobs/both take care of the
house and children
[ 65+ Boomer [ Gen X Millennial

Reference: Wang, Wendy and Taylor, Paul. 3.9.2011. For Millennials, Parenthood Trumps Marriage.
Pew Research Center: Social & Demographic Trends.
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Reference: Wang, Wendy and Taylor, Paul. 3.9.2011. For Millennials, Parenthood Trumps Marriage.
Pew Research Center: Social & Demographic Trends.
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Percentage saying the growing number of children born to unmarried mothers is a big

problem
829 I
40 50 60 70 80

Reference: Pew Research Center. 29.5.2013. Breadwinner Moms.
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The Makeup of Single Mothers
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Reference: Pew Research Center. 29.5.2013. Breadwinner Moms.

Notes: Among all single mothers with children under age 18. Separated and widowed mothers are

included in divorced.
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Percentage saying they spend  time with their children

mothers

fathers

0 25 50 75 100

[ Too little Right anmount Too much

Reference: Pew Research Center. 14.3.13. Modern Parenthood: Roles of Moms and Dads Converge as
they Balance work and Family.

Note: Based on mothers and fathers with children under age 18. "Don’t know/Refused” responses not

shown.
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